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New York, Monday, April 3, 1854.

The N(wi.
The Collins steamship Baltic, if she sailed from

Liverpool on the day advertised, (the 22d nit.,) is
fully dne at this port. It will, however, be recol¬
lected that she was spoken on the 18th by the Cana¬
da, and could not have arrived out until the night
«f that day ; consequently, if she left at her regu¬
lar time, flie would have but three working days in
which to load and unload her cargo.
The Cutting and Brcckenridge difficulty having

been settled, and all cause of unnecessary personal
excitement removed, it is probable that this will be
a very busy week in Congress. It is thought that
the House bill for the construction of six first class
steamers will pass the Senate withont debate to¬
day; and, it is intimated, that the Free Farm bill
may be taken up and adopted by the same body in
short order. We apprehend, however, that the lat¬
ter measure will undergo strict investigation and
thorough debate , before the members from the old
States will permit this wholesale distribution of the
public, domain to all who may choose to apply for it.
Should this extraordinary measure become a law, we
Deed not hereafter be surprised at the introduction
of a bill to clear, break up, erect buildings upon, and
¦lock the lands of the free farm settlers. But let
m await the action of the Senate.
The State Department lias given notice that the

Convention on Claims now sitting in London will
not adjourn to this country. Claims must be pre
sented by the ISth inst., but satisfactory excuses for
delay will be received till -the middle of June.
The despatch from our Albany correspondent

shows that the Governor's veto of the Temperance
bill was not the only cause of excitement in the
Senate last Saturday. Probably, presuming on the
free soil antecedents ofthe majority in the Legit-la-
ture, the abolitionists naturally concluded that they
could carry a point by appealing to tlieir sympathies
in behalf of the colored community. In the first
place, some of oar lawyers sent in a request asking
.or a large amount of fees, for acting as counsel in
the celebrated fLemon case. The Judiciary Com¬
mittee of the Senate very properly reported against
any *uch grant being mude from tlic funds in the
State Treasury, and the report was sustained
by the body. This very modest petition was

followed by another praying for an extension
of the elective franchise to negroes. Thin
was also reported against by the committee;
and after a spirited debate the Senate refused, by a

vote of thirteen to twelve, to further extend the
right to vote to the colored population. It is proper
to state that seven democrats and six whigs were

against, and twelve whigs for the negroes. Three
or four gentlemen arc said to have dodged this vote,
which is looked upon as a test of the strength of
the Sewardites in that body. It is anticipated tli. t
another exciting contest respecting the liquor ques¬
tion will take place to-day.

Klections will be held to-day for State officers and
members of the Legislature in Connecticut, and for

a Congressmen in the place of Mr. Scuddcr in the
First district of Massachusetts for which post Mr.
Kliot, the whig nominee, will mast likely be se¬

lected. The contest in Connecticut will be most ex¬

citing and animated, for, besides the democrats and

whigs, the abolition and Maine law parties have
candidates in the field, who will doubtless material¬
ly lessen the whig vote. However, the latter have
endeavored to make the Nebraska question the chief
issue, declaring it to be not only a democratic mea¬

sure, but a test ofdemocracy.hoping by this appe.il
to the free soil tendencies of voters to carry the
day. The Legislature to be chosen will be called
npon to elect a United States Senator in place of
Truman Smith, whose term expires with the pre¬
sent Congress.

Mr. I'hilo B. Tyler, Mayor of Spriagflekl, publishes
a card in the Springfield Past, in vhich he denies
the accuracy of a statement which appeared a few
days ago in the New York papers, to the effect that
he had left for Washington, in order,to induce Con¬
gress, if pot-aible, to change the control of the anno
«y from the military and give its management to the
civil authorities of the town, lie has not been to
Washington.
Tho»e who take an interest in the movements

and manoeuvring* of the various classes of office
holder* and office seeker*, will faid much to interest
them in the communications from Mr. Joyce, rela¬
tive to removals in the Custom House, and from Mr.
lx>ckwood, the Agent of the Sing Sing prison. con¬

cerning the indebtedneak of that institution. The
xtatement of tl»o latter giutleman apjwars to |>ut
an entire new face on the -natter, although the ac-

hnowledged amount of a< tu» 1 indebtedness .'s suffi¬
ciently large to astonish tboso who feel disposed to
Inspect the figure*.
Among other interesting intelligence from China,

published in another ovlumn, is .'.n article from the
klmt, highly laudatory of Col. Marshall, our ex.
Minister. According to "he last a lviees the revolu¬
tionists were making but little proarress ; they had
not captnred the capital o! Pekin, a'ld owing to dis¬
sension in their rank* there iras a prospect that they
would shortly lie compelled to surrender Shanghae
to the imperialists. The Russian squad-on was still
cruising in the vicinity of .lapai and a^acent sern
not hitherto explored by the vessefs of that country,

a circumstance which had given rise to Vic belief
that the Czar has no immediate us* for hid hhips of
war in Europe.

A despatch from Halifax announce* that, the Pro¬
vincial Parliament will probably complete all (he
railroad bills, which have chiefly occupied attention
fdnre the commencement of the se^ion, and be able
l« adjourn, thia week. Hills have been perfected
«liirrg the sitting for the laying down of about two
tinrrtrrd miles of rails. It J* said that the pros]>eet
*vf a railroad commnt>irnfi<m with tlie United flt;ites

j htgbly favorable. F.ikfl t'<e legislators of tWi and
e<C r Htatcsth'- ru jUi>< ^ V! ;iM .1 m

bly seem to be in a deal of trouble respecting the
Maine law. Up to last dates they had passed two

I clauw* of a prohibitory liquor bill, but stuck fast on
the third, and after debate were obliged to postpone
th«? further <v>naideration of the subject. They have
adopted a loyal address to the Queen, in view of the
war with Russia, and promise to faithfully defend
tlieir own country in case of emergency.
On reference to oar financial report It will be seen

that t>ic stock market closed dull on Saturday, and
1 that matters have assumed & more gloomy aspect

than has been known for a long time In Wall street.
The total shipments of specie from this port last

week only amounted to a little over eight hundred
| -thousand dollars, bnt the shipments since the com-

mcncement of the year Toot up 13,891,534. The
i total coinage at the United States Mint thus far this

year amounts to (12,205 ,857, being $1,547,010 less
than during the same period la.-tt year. The total
coinage last year at the three principal mints in the
world amounted to £38,728,830, viz: United States,
111,061,702 ; England, £12,660,008, and France,
£14,101,130.
Want of space will not permit us to refer to much

of the interesting matter contained in this editiou of
our paper. The annexed are merely the headings

' of leading articles to which we would direct special
' attention:.Washington Correspondence relative to

the recent Impending duel and the various politiool
topics of the day; Letters from Boston, Utah Terri¬
tory and Nicaragua; Valuable and Instructive Sta¬
tistics showing the number of acres of public
land* donated by Congress; Additional News from
Mexico, Nova Scotia and the Briti h Miners in the
far Northwest; Letter from Lieut. Maury respecting
Wind and Current Charts; Arrangements for the
Southern Commercial Convention; Reports of the
Dedication of three Churches yesterday; Commer¬
cial and Political Intelligence; Miscellaneous Items
relative to murders, suicides, accidents, &c.

Europrim Intrigues and Squabble*.
The negotiations brought to light by the

Journal de St. Petcrsbourg and the debate in
the House of Lords which we published yester¬
day, show that the policy, which Alexander
proclaimed at Tilsit nearly fifty years ago, has
been faithfully preserved by Russia ever since.
It would have been a matter of the greatest
ease for Alexander and Napoleon to have de¬
stroyed the Turkish Empire in 1807, and we

know that its partition was at least suggested
by the former. But Napoleon knew too well
the value of Constantinople to allow it to pass
into the hands of his powerful rival. The Czar
was obliged to content himself with occupying
the Principalities as he now does; and at that
time both England and France were too much
engrossed with their mutual rivalries to offer
any vigorous assistance to the Turks. Nor did
the subsequent war between Russia and Turkey
produce any material change in their relative
position. In the words of Alexander, Russia
seems always to have been afraid of precipitat¬
ing Turkey's fall, lest England should contrive
to seize Constantinople. A few years after¬
wards, Russia sent Capod'Istries to Greece, and
induced that State to throw off the Turkish
yoke. England and France were persuaded to
join Russia in asserting the independence of
Greece; and in 1827, Grecian freedom was es¬

tablished, and the Turkish navy, which had
ruled the Levant for centuries, destroyed at the

| battle of Navarino. From that day to the pre¬
sent Nicholas has pursued a cautious policy.
"When Egypt asstdled Turkey, the Czar saw
that England was in the background and
would be the ultimate gainer by the
success of the Egyptian invasion; and
accordingly sent troops to Constantinople to
defend the Sultan. For the time he was suc¬

cessful, and some ten or twelve years more

elapsed without change in the position of Tur¬
key. Then Nicholas began to inquire whether
his object could not lie gained peaceably. lie
travelled over the Continent in person, and visit¬
ed England with a view to ascertain the senti¬
ments of the British ministry. From the Duke
of Wellington Undoes not appear that he deriv¬
ed any consolation; in fact, it was well known
that the Duke considered the destruction of the
Turkish fleet at Navarino as a most unfortunate

i occurrence. It would appear that Sir Robert
Feel was more favorable to the views of the
Emperor; as much may at least be inferred
from the language used in the Houbo by Lord
Derby, who is likely to be well informed on the
subject of Sir Robert's opinions. No under¬
standing could be concluded, however, in con¬

sequence of want of concert of action with
France. At that time, the French ministry oc¬

cupied a position of antagonism to that of Eng¬
land. The cry of entente cordiale under which
M. Guizot took office, and promised a less anti-
British policy than that of his predecessor M.
Thiers, had ceased to delude any one after the
Spanish marriage was brought on the tapis.
The government of Louis Philippe knew from
that day that it could count upon no assistance
from England; and Sir Rol>crt. Peel, as well as
the free trade leaders, felt a like distrust of the
French politicians. Many will recollect how,
about the time to which we allude, dilettanti
politicians like M. de Lnmartine used to
entertain the French House with poetic
speeches on the Eastern question; and how the
ministers of the day. doctrinaires as well as

Thiers men. invariably met the interpellations
of the orators with a discreet silence. In point
of lhct, there can be no reasonable ground for
doubting that, as Lord John Russell says,
Russia had made the same propositions to

j France and England: but neither government,
I feeling confidence in the neutrality of its

neighbor, dared take advantage of them. How
seriously they were entertained by one of the
two at least, may bo inferred from the fact that
Count Nesselrode was invited by a member of
the British Cabinet, a year or two afterwards,
to put them in writing in the shape of a memo-
randum.

While matters wore in this state, Russia still
endeavoring to negotiate. France and England
watching each other, and Turkey sinking help¬
lessly under attempts to engraft upon her rotten
social system the elements of a new civiliza¬
tion. premonitory symptoms of the convulsion
of 1H-18 made their appearance in the horizon.
They were soon followed by actual outbreaks,
and four years elapsed before quiet was re¬

stored in Europe. Then, as Lord John Russell
tells us. Russia again renewed her proposal to
dreat. Britain to join in dividing Turkey. His
lordship tells us they were " indignantly re¬

jected." Possibly; but what share the uncer¬

tainty which then overhung the policy of the
new French Emperor may have had in determin¬
ing this .. indignant rejection " wc are left
to conjecture. It is quite certain that until
Louis Napoleon's mind was known, it would
have been very unsafe for Great Britain
to afford him a pretext for declaring
war ap;aii!*t the despoilers of Turkey. It so

hapi>ened however, that a very short while after
this indignant rejection, an accident revealed
what the French Emperor's Eastern policy
would l>e. de Lavalette demanded of the
Sultan further lights for the Romish church in
the Turkish dominions; and as the concession
(, ihe*e claims would actually have constituted

an encroachment on the rights of the Greek
Church, the demand was a key to the Empe¬
ror's designs Henceforth England1* course was
plain. France was prepared, first, to humiliate
Turkey, secondly, to oppose the Czar. Conse¬
quently she was obviously the destined friend
of England. *

Hlw the Czar, perceived th« course affairs
had taken, resolved to wait mo longer, but to

put hie. secret foes to the test of fighting.how
; the Pruth was crossed, Bucharest invested, and

the Danube lined with Russian soldiers.how
France and England, boiling over with virtu¬
ous indignatio i at the .shocking attempt to cab¬
bage a dish they had reserved for their own

eating, levied troops, and swore they would
protect Turkey.every child knows. The prac-

l tical moral of the whole is simply this: England
and France are going to tight with Russia be¬
cause they want Constantinople themselves,
and will not allow the latter to seize it. To
us, Americans, it matters not one ot or tittle
who possesses Constantinople. Our interests
will not be affected whatever be the result of
the war. It would be very foolish for us to

speak and think as though we were English¬
men. and the United States stood in the posi¬
tion of Great Britain; and not less foolish to

I wish success to Russia. We are, and muet re-
' main perfectly neutral, unconcerneil spectators

of the conflict.
But if a masterly inaction is our true policy

ia reference to the Eastern war, it is not so with

regard to the affairs of Cuba. It seems highly
probable from our last advices that the recent

outrage on the Black Warrior was committed at
the instigation of the British authorities on the

island; and from all accounts, Governor Pezue-
ln. who has hitherto shone by contrast with his
unprincipled predecessor Canedo, turns out to
be nothing more than a puppet in the hands of
the British Consul. Rumor states that the Bri¬
tish and French fleets have received orders to
co-operate with the Spanish squadron in the
event of an attack upon the island; and ascribes
to the consciousness of this protection the arro¬

gance the Captain-General has already display¬
ed. In this matter we have an interest, direct,
immediate, paramount. We arc bound to as¬

certain the truth of these rumors and to act as

our own welfare may direct.
In assailing Russia, England and France have

relied on the disaffection of the nobles, the head¬
strong obstinacy of the C '.ar, and the barba¬
rous ignorancc of the serfs. In combining to
oppose the designs of the United States upon
Cuba, they have acted on the belief that our

President was mi empty talkative boaster, pra¬
ting of deeds he dared not perform.and caring
for nothing but himself and bis boon compa¬
nions: that the leader of his Cabinetwas a worn

out politician, whose mind when in its prime and
its vigor, grasped no higher in our political
contests than the disposal of government patro¬
nage. and whose highest effort, in decay, is a
lesson in tailoring; that the other constitutional
advisers of the President were weak, vain men,
whom the British Minister at Washington could
in his amiable gentlemanly way, talk into or

out of any thing: and that the utmost vengeance
this helpless crew would take for any violation
of American rights in Cuba, would be a dis-
discharge of abuse with high sounding epithets
and words of many syllables. Shall we, who
know the administration better than foreign¬
ers, decide that they have judged it rightly or

wrongly?
Tlic Union, Ute Herald, and Mr. Brecken-

ridge .

When last Monday's debate in the House of
Representatives reached this city, we com¬
mented upon it in the following article :.

THE AFFRAY IN THE nOCSE.MB. CUTTING AND UK.
BBKCKENRIDGK.

Monday'! debate in the House of Representative* will
linvc been road with regret by right-minded men through¬
out the country. It in, under any circumstances, un-
plessnnt to see two leading men exhibit themselves in tlio
attitude of gladiators engaged in personal coniiict. ap-
jMir< ntly for tlio amusement of spectator*; the occur
renoe becomes doubly deplorable when the cliaractcr of
tho encounter leaves room for apprehension* that it may
not end where it began. When the responsibility of such
spectacles can be rightly charged upon one of tho actors,
he ought to be censured the more severely in proportion
to the respect he had previously commanded. In this
view, we are Impelled to say that in our opinion the
conduct of Mr. Breckenridge of Kentucky In his attack
upon Mr. Cutting was wholly inexcusable. Let us look
at the facts.
Mr. Cutting, approving heartily the principle of the

Nebraska bill, and objecting only to trifling matters of
detail, moved tliat It be referred to the Committee of tho
Whole on the State of the Union. Whetherorno this
course was ihe best calculated to ensure the speedy pas¬
sage of the bill, we have not now to inquire; it certainly

w as the best plan that could be devised for providing for
its thorough discussion, and was moreover more conso¬
nant with sound pailiamcntary usage than the adoptionof the course recommended by Mr. Breckenridge would
have been. Opinions may differ with respect to the
policy and wisdom of the motion ; but after Mr. Cutting's
speech, we cannot see that any member of the Houae bad
the right to impute to him hostile feeling* towards the
bill. Puch an imputation would seem to us to savor of
injustice as well as dL-courtesy. The motion was carried.
Two days afterwards, Mr. Breckenridge suddenly discov¬
ers that Mr. Cutting's course was treacherous, that he
had embraced the bill with one hand while he stabbed it
with the other. He says so in terms, wo regret to say,quite inconsistent with the gentlemanly forbearance
which ovght to characterize Congressional discussion.
Mr. Cutting's reply was proper an«l suitable. Mr. Breck¬
enridge was not satisfied. One interruption, made in
larguage which any man of spirit would certainly con¬
sider insulting, was followed l>y another, less indecorous
perhaps, but hardly less annoying to a heated speaker.Mr. Cutting yielded the floor to his angry antagonist, and
again his personal conduct and motive* were rudely as
sailed. Finally, to wind up the scene, for the use of an
expression unquestionably less severe than many which
had fallen from Mr. Breckenridge. the Utter rose and
crUd: " The gentleman says what U false, and he knows
it !"
Mr. Breckenridge is, we believe, a man of talent and

worth. He has ulready achieved a high reputation as a
Congressional loader and promises to rise still higher.He liar, learnt one secret of success in public life. He has
another to learn.and that is tho respect that is due tohis equal*. It mu«t have boon very mortifying to him tohear the whole House laugh when Mr. Cutting disclosedthe secrets of his election; it will be more mortifyingstill to reflect that he.who contended so nobly for thefirst rank in t he House, and the mantleof Clay.has beenthe first to set the example of coarse language and un-
gentlemanly brawling. We have no wish to cast in the
teeth of country politicians the manifold assistance theyore in the habit of deriving from New York; but wothink that at nil events those who look to us for aid inthe time of their need ought not to act as though thofruits of our generosity had rendered them our supe¬rior*. We know not what opinion Congress may form ontl'e subject; but here, among tho^e who are in everyway disposed to do Justice to Mr. Breckenridge. there isbut one sentiment regarding the utter impropriety of his
course.

It is suggested.and not without a strong show of pro-liability.that his attack upon Mr. Cutting wa» made atthe suggestion of the President. Thoso who know Mr.Pierce l:cet think it very likely that he resorted to a meanscheme of this kind in order to curry favor with the.South; and, on the whole, we cannot but admit that theantecedents of the President render such a surmiseextremely plauolble. Ho is Just the man to truckle tothe South by feigning deep wrath at the postponement ofthe bill; and to gratify the Northern frecsoilers by at¬tempting to injure a national democrat. Should this turnout to be the true secret of the affair, the part played byMr. Breckenridge will lower his character in the estima¬tion of all higliminded men.

These remarks of ours seem to have created
quite a storm at the capital. The usual abnse
is lavished upon the Herald by it« habitual as¬
sailants, and the organ of the Cabinet favors us
with Ihe following tirade .

[From the Washington Union, March 31. J8I.ANDF.R UPON MR. BRKKENRIDOR.The ruthless and reckless a«caults of such newspapersas the New York IIkr.mh and the yrw York fritunt
upon the fearless and eloquent llrickeuridge, at such

a time as thin, best bespeaks the character of th op¬position to the Territorial bills In Congress, and thetemper of these who will rejoice to see those bills de¬feated. Mr. Dreckenridge isamonptlie ablest and no iteffective of the advocates of popular sovereignty.tVcardinal principle of that bill.end if he can he damag Jin the esteem of the country, a great blow will be directed against It. The Idea that a man whose nature in *ofraiis,eo generous, and so elevited. couM lo»4 himself tomake war upon onother.to Intimidate that other in thfaithful pA'formance of {patriotic duty.is too revoltingto drser\e tfty other notice than to trample It uifcfor foo'
rqnally lr*»»>U»#il ami MMndnlou* is the .',:tempt. to InvokNorthern for ling.and. above nil, Northern .lemoeritVftiiiPf- aga p*t Jpbo C Brfcfcwidf*, of hi* I J

Milt BP «qu*Ut«] displays of cloq«e»oe sod argument la
the hi /. nf Congress. The eves of a nation we Axed upon
hmi fiik deep solicitude sod intense interest, and thou-
Ran<* » have watched bis course with pleasure, and have
f°' Awed his tsrtrr with expressions of »pphm'. In the

irtii the democracy will rtand by him steadily and en-
* ausiastically, and the efforts of prejudiced presseglifco

<he Hiauin and abolition echoes like the Tribune, will be
vainly resorted to to lower him In the regard of thone

' who know him personally or by reputation We have no
coimiM uts for the disagreement betweeu Mr. Breckenridge
and another member of the House, anil we trust we may
not be called upon to speak of it But when we se« a
concerted effort made by newspaper-' that profess differ-
ent opinions in regard to the Nebraska bill, but art*
doubtless both eager for its defeat, to put a faUe and
scmidalouH construction upon the position of Mr. Breck¬
enridge in that affair, we feel it to be our d'lty to expose
and to denounce it an a (>art of tlie brutal tactiea that
have so long distinguished those two prints, which Hr-c
bear witness to each other's shame ar.J then proceed to
make common cauee in the work of auu-e and misrepre¬
sentation.
We copy this article, not witb any view to

provoke merriment at the expense of the jure-
nile rhetoric it contains; but dimply in order
that every man of judgment in the country
may be enabled to judge of the sincerity of the
administration organ. To couple the Hgrald
with the Tribune required no common impu¬
dence; to call an article a "ruthless and reck¬
less assault," waR a higher flight yet. We have
yet tQ see any reason for altering one letter of
what we wrote. That Mr. Breckenridge was

instigated by the President to make the attack
on Mr. Cutting, with the view of throwing the
onus of the defeat of the bill on the national
democrats, we have not the smallest doubt;
and the debate is in type to bear us out in the
judgment we formed on the manner in which
he fulfilled his task. Of Mr. Breckenridge per¬
sonally, we know nothing that is not to his
credit; and wc do not suppose that he has been
in the habit of regarding any journal North or

South as more friendly disposed towards him
than the Herald. Nothing, we are convinced,
but the insidions machinations of Mr. Pierce
and his Cabinet, would have ever induccd him
so far to forget what he owed to himself and to
Mr. Cutting, as to exhibit the woeful lock of
self-respect and decorum which characterized
his language of Monday last. Let the blame
rest where it is due.on the head of Franklin
Pierce.
Municipal Misrule The Prosperity of

New York..For many years the jeopJe of New
York have loudly complained of the ignorance
and corruption of their city government, whose
sole desire seemed to be to enrich themselves at
the expense of a hard working community. In
the year 1853, when some persons were bold
enough to call for an am nded charter and
a reform Common Council, the advocates of
reform were successful, the amended charter
passed both houses of the Legisl .ture, and, on

being submitted for the sanction '{ the people
in June last, was adopted by the tremendous
majority of thirty-three thousand votes. Tax
payers and householders were in ecstacies,
bright dreams of the future passed in fanciful
visions through their minds ; but. alas, they
were all doomed to disappointment, for on
the installation of the Common Council on the
second of January last, not one-third of that
body professed to be reformers, or, since that
period by their actions it would seem, intend
to remove any of the difficulties and previous
wrongs, that afflict an overtaxed and outraged
community. We have only to refer to the
fact of the Common Council stopping the
payments for cleaning streets, and then in a

few weeks afterwards when they became so

filthy as to demand the action of the Board of
Health, appropriating $75,000 foj one or two
weeks' street cleaning. This will give our
readers some idea of the character of the men
that now compose our city legislature.

In a few weeks after the streets pass from the
hands of the City Inspector, they will be as dirty
as ever, and It will cost us fifty to a hundred
thousand dollars more to have them re-cleaned,
for our Street Commissioner has no power to
sweep them ; that must be done by contract,
and where nre the contractors ? What is to be
done in order to remove the various difficulties
that seem to beset and obstruct on every side
the due performance of the duties imposed by
law on our Common Council? What course

should be pursued to counteract the dire¬
ful evils that are threatening us? What
shall be done to save the city from a pestilence,
and New York retain the rank in commerce
and trade as the first city in the Union ? All
this is a matter of grave consideration, and of
vital importance to the inhabitants of New York
at this moment.
Already have country papers bade stran¬

gers who visit our city beware, lest the
plague should break out amongst us before
their return home. Stimulated by Phila¬
delphia and Boston influence, they seek to de¬
stroy the enviable position that the Empire City
occupies in a commercial point of view on this
Continent. they point out an impending pesti¬
lence. and the various dangers and disadvan¬
tages that would attend the visit of the country
merchants, and conclude their advice by re¬

commending Philadelphia or Boston as fit cities
in which to make their semi-annual purchases,
in preference to New York.

Filthy streets and a badly organized police
force are perhaps two of the greatest evils that
can befall a commercial emporium, an 1 sooner
or later arc the means of almost entirely re¬

moving the prosperity and trade of that city to
others less advantageous for mercantile pur¬
poses, but where greater attention is given to
the health and comfort of the inhabitants, on
the part of the municipal government, than to
the amassing of ill-gotten wealth, by ilefraud-
ng and deceiving their constituents, whose
confidence in their fidelity and honesty placed
them in the important position they hold. The
destiny of this city lies entirely in the hands of
the citizens themselves, and it is for them to
say whether New York shall be second to
Philadelphia as a commercial and manufactur¬
ing city, or whether the present Empire City
shall still bold the position she has nobly
earned by the spirited enterprise and liberal
qualities of her merchants, and the industry of
her mechanics, of the commercial emporium of
thp New World.

All those who have any interest at stake
should take immediate steps to have our muni¬
cipal government so organized that tho execu¬
tive power could be placed in one honest man s

bands alone. Then he should be accountable for
any misrule that might take place in the various
departments under his control. The Aldermen
and Councilmen could transact and have under
their control all legislative matters, which, if
properly attended io, would demand all their
attention. However, we must mako the best
of a bad bargain, for many months at loa-t.
listen to squabbles in thcCouncil chambers for the
spoils, hear the oft repeated cries of the people
for reform, endure the increased tave? that ar*

heaped upon onr shoulders ; we must bear it
patiently, for it is the effect of ha°ty legi^la
tion brought about by those whom we sent to
Albany for their sound judgment in municip vl
affairs, and tLeUr capability and in! .'.Tlty a .

prcscn Jativ of the peouie, I*/ ihv time

municipal election taken place, the new rigimt
will have had sufficient time to redress in some
mcoturc the innumerable evila with which we
arc afflicted ; if, however, there is no radical
change for our benefit, then, at the next session
of the Legislature, the charter must be amended
still further t« meet the obstacles that now af¬
fect the whole fabric of our municipal govern¬
ment, and which have now brought the business
of the various departments to a stand still in
the performance of their various duties.
The condition of our city government, when

compared with that of other large cities on this
continent, and in Europe, is really disgraceful,
and to the eyes of strangers the situation we

are now placed in must appear still more dis¬
creditable, for they have always been in the
habit of witnessing law and order, and conse¬

quently expect to tind the same in the great city
ofNew York ; therefore how great must their as¬

tonishment be when they set their feet in the
worst governed cUy in the world. Something
must be done to w ipc away the stain that mars

the escutcheon of our city. If eighty or one
hundred men cannot put all things in ship shape,
then other measures must be resorted to. Give
the Mayor alone the executive power, und the
government of the city will prove highly satis¬
factory to all honest men.

Toe " Know-Nothings.".A great deal of
noise and excitement has recently been made
in thin city relative to a new secret society.
the .' Know-Nothings," so callcd. It is stated
that they arc to become a great political power
in this country, and that the results of their
operations were visible In the last election.
In onr opinion there is a great deal of humbug
in all this, and the whole movement is only
another means by which some politicians at¬
tempt to deceive the people. The "Know-
Nothings" have adopted the distinctive princi¬
ples of the old "Native American"' party,
which achieved an accidental victory in this
crty some time since, in consequence of a speeoh
made by Archbishop Hughes in Carroll Hall.
But even then the Native American party bad
no strength of its own: it was an organization
got up to oppose a very unpopular city
government; and its success was owing to an

accidental combination of circumstances. After
the first victory the party dissolved, and it has
not been heard of since. It seems now that the
remnants of this party have got up another,
on similar principles; but this is weaker and
more imbecile than the old set. It is almost im¬
possible. to get up eflFective secret societies of
foreigners in this country.and there are myriads
of secret orders in the Old World, and it is much
more difficult indeed it is impossible.to create
a secret organization of Native Americans
which will have any lasting influence at the
polls or anywhere else. We have no political,
religious, or social secrets in this country, be¬
cause every man has the right to express his
opinion on any subject, in' the free, frank, bold
manner which the constitution gives him. We
enjoy perfect " liberty of speech, liberty of the
press, and liberty of conscience," rights gua¬
ranteed to us, and inalienable. There is no
reason for keeping any thing secret when
there ia no penalty following its publi¬
city. Hence the impossibility of the perma¬
nence or influence of any such society as the
44 Know-Nothings."
Barnum axd the Crystal Palace..Mr.

Phineas T. Bamum, who has lately been elect¬
ed President of the Crystal Palace Association,
bas commenced a plan to relieve the associa¬
tion of its debts. He proposes that persons en¬

gaged in public business shall take tickets to
the amount of one hundred thousand dollars ;
and we sec that certain hotel keepers, hatters,
directors of city railroads, and others, have al¬
ready subscribed for eight or ten thousand dol¬
lars worth of tickets. Thin plan may be par¬
tially successful; during the pleasant summer

days the city will be full of strangers, and they
will desire, to go somewhere to see the sights;
and they will go to sec the Palace. It will be
useful to the hotel- keepers, the hatters, the
tailors, the theatres, and to Barnum himself; but
it will not go far to extricate tbo association
from the swamp of debt in which it lias been
thrown, or to relieve the minds of the distressed
stockholders. But it is belter than nothing.
Mr. Barnum must, however, get something

for the people to see at the Palace. Now it is a
perfect deserted village. Much of the statuary
and other art works have been removed; and in
visiting it one sees'only a great desert, with a
few unfortunate travellers wandering in its
midst. Barnum should remove pome of the cu¬
riosities from bis museum the woolly horse,
the mummy of Joice Heth, or the mermaid,
lie might also get tome wild animals; an en¬

gagement of -Sam Green, Jr., the Man wot Nomi¬
nated General Pierce,'" would pay. Arcularius,
.. the democrat wot resigned a fat office".a

thing never before heard of in this city.would
attract crowds, and the list might close with
the exhibition of half a dozen spirit rappers.
Will Mr. Barnum think of it?

The Connecticut Election..The annual
State election in Connecticut takes place to¬
day. The fact seems to excite very little
interest cither in the State or out of it. The
full State ticket is to be elected, and the new

Legislature will be called upon to elect a United
States Senator in place of the lion. Truman
Smith.

The Common Council.
The Board of Aldermen commence their sittings and

their talklngs thin evening, and we hope their working*
also; hut where there in ho much debating, even on the
most unimportant matter brought before them.from
the appointment of a bellringer to the building of a rail¬
road.it necessarily takes them a great deal of time to
do a very little business. It is expected that the report
of the Street Committee of the Board of Aldermen will
come back amended from the Councilmen, and it is an¬

ticipated that the Law Committee will report in favor of
prohibiting tbe driving of cattle through the streets, a
nuisance that should have been long aincc alia tod.
The April session of the Board of Councllinen com

mences this afternoon at the niual hour. It Is presumed
that a large quantity of business will originate In this
Board during this session, and late Fittings are of courae
to be expected. The Board will, probably, go into
Committee of the Whole almost every evening this week,
when reports will receive a third reading, and either be
adopted or rejected. A number of reports from the seve¬
ral committees, many of them important ones, may bo
expected. Efforts will be made to take documents from
the table requiring appropriation*.among them one
from the Commissioner of Repairs and Supplies, relative

to obtaining an additional appropriation of fifty thou¬
sand dollars, to be devoted to the various station house-i,
court room-1, public buildings, offices and markets; also,
including a large nunil er of contingencies. Tho earring*
hire hill of (he city fathers of the lower house for the
hut month will probably make its appearance, and will
be the means of again creniing discussion, when bnsiness
should bo the sol- governing pr'nclplo of the Board of
Ccuncilnn c

Trp nRAHim*! uatf .lly ihc bark Hlar of the Rast,
< apt Hudaon, fr«tn (-'ob. 27, we learn that the fol
lnwirg Rrarill'an voxels of war were stationod In (he
waters t f tho Para and Amauin flteainor Paradenee
.nil igl'Hf.i, rn .Of ,-n* in i«>rt; M* I.eopol.linn, 10
lia.f «t i Had Vrlj Aiideiiada, i'ivot, at >'ani»- jI*lb.

Mate EktUMii.
To day Ibe people of Connecticut hold their a I

Mat* election, for the purpose of choosing a QgV H
Lieutenant Governor, State Treasurer, Secretary,
trolier, Legislature and county officers. It will
animated and exciting contest, more particularly i

Nebraska question hw been forcotl into the can v.

the whigs, who proclaim it a democratic measure,
test of orthodoxy on the part of tho democrat*,
tfaey attempt to prove by the fact that Senator T(
democrat, voted for Douglas's bill, while Truman f
the whig Senator, voted against it. The LsgiHJ
which 1a to be chosen to day, will be called upon t< >

a United State* Senator it the place of Truman f-
whose term expires with the present Congress, in
The following are the names of the candidates ;
State ticket

Dtnoerat. Wkit.r.c veranr 8ami.. 1 IuKlmia. Henry ButtonLunt. Governor . . J«hi) T. W ait. Alsxaad'rH.Treasurer Tail, lt Croeto. Daniel W Caife'r '*7, R<r< r A trill. Oliver n. Peru( omptroller Julius Ifotvhkiss. John Dunham
there are also two other tickets in the fleld.the

law party, and the abolhionlrts.both of which
very weak organization*, and they will not interf
sny great extent with the regular tickets of tb
jjreat parties.

In the first Congressional district of Miissachti jfl
! which includes the city of Boston, an election w

I held to-day to fill the vacancy occasioned by tho re

| tion of Hon. Zeno Scudder. A plurality will elec,
as the district is largely whig, the nominee of that

1 Hon. Thomas D. Eliot, will probably succeed ov

I ward H. Gardner, who is the democratic candidate
i Abraham H. Rowland, who has been brought fori*

the citizens' candidate.
The election in Rhode Island takes place on W<

day. Tho Nebraska question has not been much 1
after in the little State, tho people having had the
tenticn pretty well occupied with local affair*. Thi «

and Algerino difficulties having again come up f<\
enssion, all other questions have given way, and th4
principle of interest involved in the canvass, v'
whether the act of the last Legislature, restoring ,
W. Dorr to citizenship, was in accordanco wit
wishes of a majority of tho people. There is to be e ^
an entire State ticket and members of both branc
the Legislature. The following are tho nomination

Dew. WhinGovernor Francis M. Dimond. William W. H.
Lieut. Governor. Americus V. Potter. John J. Revon
Sec'y of State. .Asa Potter. William R. W
Att'ny General. Walter S. Burges. Christ. Rohim
Treasurer Edwin Wilbur. Samuel B. Vei
The temperanoo party and the anti-prohibitory

law men have each a ticket in the fleld.

The April Term of the Law Court*- ^The rain* of tho law court* building on Cha
; street and the Park still present a grim and de

aspect, and we hear of no progress being made I <¦

Common Council to erect a nevr temple of justice,
vate enterprise far outstrips the seal of public b
for we see around us every day new buildings comm -

on the ruins of yesterday's fire, and before the smo

ing embers are entirely subdued. The law cow
therefore scattered here and there.the Supreme
sits in the same building where the Court of Session ,
the United States Courts are held; the Superior Cou
cuples the room of the Board of AUermen, and the
mon rieas are undisturbed, in their old possession
the United States Marshal's, District AttorneyVan*'.
mhssionePs offices are removed to Mr. Stevens' mai
corner of Hurray street. Two trial branches o

Marine Court will be held every day, except Satu
when the Court will sit in general term.
This day the April term of the Btato Courts wi

opened. There will be no general term of the Suj
Court, except a special meeting one Tuesday to he.
gument in the matter of opening and extending Cant
Walker streets. In the Superior Court an action, t

suit of the Chief Engineer against Horace Greeley
libel, will be tried this month. The United States
cuit will be opened to-day, and the grand and
jurors sworn in. The United States District will r<

bills of indictment from tho Grand Jwy, but no

business will be transacted until Wednesday. 1 1
The Court of Oyer and Terminer will also be o]

to-day, in the room adjoining the Court of Sessions ;
'

although there are six murder eaaes and several J
criminal offences to be disposed of, it is not likely:
much businoss will be transacted this week for W
a Judge.Judge Edwards being in the Court of Ap]
Judge Morris still conbncd from illness, and some o

other Judges, not being in faTor of capital punishi
are unwilling to preside In murder trials. Judge St
from Kings county, Mas invited to hold the c
but it is not yet known whether he will consent to d|,

In accordance with the usual and established prai
the Grand Jury will be eiujiunaelled In the Co at of <]
ral Sessions to day, to whom will be referred the bus-
of the April Term, as well as cases not already
upon by a previous grand jury. Their labors, 1
ever, owing to the new system adapted by Judgo 1
at the last term, that is, receiving commitments fro»
magistrate as fast as they ore made out, will be
light, and will not occupy their attention for tnoref
a week, or ten days at the most.
From the Calendar wo pc rcelve that there are »<

teen case* of grand larceny, seven of forgery, two o

cessary to murder, five of false pretences, two of re

ing stolen goods, two of oinbeizlement, three of a
one of seduction, one of bigamy, one of felonious as
and battery, one of bastardy, one of manslaughter
of mayhem, and one of burglary Inscribed upot
We are glad to see that the crime of burglary it
coming rarer in our midst every day, for no ft)
is attended with such evil consequences as that of h(j
breaking. . :

Besides these there will be many bail cases that
demand the attention of the grand jury, but as n«)
all of them are assault and battery case*, and will g|
fore the Court of Special Session*, it 1* not likely
will occupy much of the attention of that body.
His Honor Recorder Ullou will occupy the judgn

seat thia term, and a* uaiml will see that the law* of
State and the rights of the prisoners will remain int

Tu* Nkw CO*»US8IOMR or £ triwtb..Mr. Glasier,
newly appointed Commissioner of Streets, entered u
the duties of bin office on &turday last ; and the nom
tion of the clorka belonging to hia department will,
understand, be acted upou by the Common Council
afternoon. Hia duties do not differ from those of
former incumbent of the office, Mr. Arculariua ; and,
the information of those who think he will be respone
for the cleaning of the streets, we may state that he
have nothing to do with them farther than to atten>
the removal of the ashes and garbage. The City
apector la the officer at present entrusted with the
charge of this important duty, bat its performance clc
as soon as the seventyfive thousand dollars appropria
for the purpose by the Common Council are expend
So far, therefore, aa the future health and cleanlineai
the city if concerned, nothing effectual has been acc<
plished ; and it may be necessary, in two or three mont
to make another appropriation. The office of the Str
CommisHoucr has been established for the present o
he Essex Market.

Marine Aflhlrs.
Lakcb Kleft of VHmbia D« B..Owing to the late un

vorable winds, the daily arrivals at thl* city have bf
very limited, not averaging more than about a quarter
the legitimate number. An imnnnne fleet is conseqne
ly due, numbering some four hundred vessels. Th<
comprire vessels of every class; and among theme
many Liverpool, London, Havre and other packet* a
transient vessels from Europe and other quarter*
the world. This is a much larger number duo th
has been 1 nowu for a long time. The appearance
fome of (lie wharves indicates the paucity of arrtva
some of the docks not containing more than half tin
usual quota. The number usually in our harbor is gent
ally above «ix hundred rail, while nt present they do tj
count much over fotir bundled. A favomble wind foi
couple of days will materially change the aspect of thin;
by bringing a large th et of anxiously expected veest
into port.

Ti B Ftaftordmhiie .\ contract has been made by I
underwriters of the uhip Staffordshire with a sub mari
company, by which said company Is to receive one- hi
the propcitv oblained from the wreck. The ship b
been paid for bv tho insurance companies, and stan
rharped on their books as a iota) loss. The parties abo
to uukc efforts to nave the cargo think that by th^ r
movsl (f the deck:' ol the vhip a considerable portion
the freight ran be rea< bed with the modern sub-marh
apparatus. The contract is a safe one for the unde
writer*, and we hope tho enterprise of those who pr
pose to save tho properly, will moot with a lilieral r
ward..Botton frawiriyt. . I

Hai fiv of Ship Riuaa Vista..We have been favon
with the p<rusai of a Utter from a p'usenger on lioai
the Buena Vista. ( apt:. in Cottrell, which sailed froi
tin's i on I'erembfr tho day previous to t'ie aevei
gab', and for whose c.ifet) some fears were entortaine«
an th<> r,"le was very disastrous to nearlv all the shipph
on the coast. The letter m dated at sea, Feb. I, la
liiS , Ion, o2, nnd was received! In this city via K
Jsneiio. it says, on tho first night out from fio«toi
they tccountered a tremendous northeast gale, wit
slow, lad just passed the end of Oape Cod, when tl
gale struck the snip, and were In great fear of
ashore or striking some of the sandbanks oil shore, r
the -hip drifted <!o.\ n too f- utli Channel, and came us:
losing her masts. So severe was the gale that ever
mU *m e»t d Htf *4* rvy, mi th* wham


